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Chapter 10: Four Tips 

 

10A The Framework of Analogical Arguments 

 

 Analogical arguments typically help us to draw an inference about some object or 

event that’s not very well known, from an object or event that is. The strength or 

weakness of the argument depends in large part on how many relevant features 

the two objects or events share in common. 

 

10B Analyzing Analogical Arguments 

 

 People often criticize an analogical argument by saying, ―That’s like comparing 

apples and oranges.‖ What they mean is that two things shouldn’t be compared to 

each other if they aren’t alike. However, depending on the attributes one thing (A) 

shares with another (B), we may be warranted in using A as a model for B. 

 

 To appreciate the importance of analogical arguments to other types of reasoning, 

consider the relationship analogical reasoning has with inductive generalization. 

To infer something about an entire class of things based on a portion of that class, 

you must have already concluded that the things in the class share enough 

relevant features to be included as members of that class. This means that 

analogical arguments precede generalizations. 

 

10C Strategies of Evaluation 

 

 When reasoning analogically, make a list (something like a ―pro/con‖ format) of 

the relevant attributes the two things have in common under one column and a list 

of relevant attributes the two things don’t have in common under another column.  

For example, suppose you’re trying to decide if you should get a third dog. Your 

friend already has three dogs. There are quite a few variables to consider.  Here’s 

how your list might look: 

 

My situation My friend’s situation 

1. Live in a two-bedroom apartment 1. Lives on a 100-acre farm 

2. Work 9–12 hrs. a day in an office 2. Works on the farm 

3. Two dogs are large—at least 50 

lbs. each 

3. Dogs are all large—at least 60 

lbs. each  

4. Dogs spend the day at a doggy 

day care with a yard and go out with 

me to the dog park on the weekends 

4. Dogs spend the day roaming 

the 60-acre farm 

5. Allergic to cats 5. Allergic to cats 

 



Notice that the two situations are rather different. You have to ask yourself if 

there are enough relevant similarities between your situation and your friend’s 

situation to make a good comparison. You also have to ask yourself if there are 

relevant dissimilarities. 


