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Behaviors that are deemed undesirable because
they offend community standards rather than
directly harm people or property.
Sexual contact that is committed without the
other party’s consent or with a party who is not
capable of giving consent.
A model proposed by legal scholar Herbert L.
Packer to describe the public's expectation of an
efficient criminal justice system.
A form of theft in which an offender takes
possessions that do not belong to him or her
with the intent of keeping them.
Breaking into and entering a structure or
vehicle with intent to commit a felony or a
theft.
Any willful or malicious burning or attempt to
burn a dwelling, public building, motor vehicle
or aircraft, or personal property of another.
A state or federal institution that confines
people convicted of crime who are serving
sentences for longer than a year.
Sexual activity, usually sexual intercourse, that
is forced on another person without his or her
consent, usually under threat of harm. Also,
sexual activity conducted with a person who is
incapable of valid consent.
A social institution that has the mission of
controlling crime by detecting, detaining,
adjudicating, and punishing and/or
rehabilitating people who break the law.
When law enforcement detains and holds a
criminal suspect or suspects.
To administer a legal process of judging and to
pronounce a judgment.
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The violation of the laws of a society by a
person or a group of people who are subject to
the laws of that society.
A non-violent criminal offense committed
during the course of business for financial gain.
Minor criminal offense punishable by a fine
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and/or jail time for up to one year.
The murder of three or more people in a single
incident.
The suspension of all or part of a sentence
subject to certain conditions and supervision in
the community.
The conditional release of a prison inmate who
has served part of a sentence and who remains
under the court's control.
A model proposed by legal scholar Herbert L.
Packer to describe the public's expectation of a
just and fair criminal justice system.
Offenses committed by a corporation's officers
who pursue illegal activity in the corporation's
name.
The idea that we must look beyond the obvious
to evaluate how our social location influences
how we perceive society.
The taking or attempting to take anything of
value from the care, custody, or control of a
person or persons by force or threat of force or
violence and/or by putting the victim in fear.
The rules, habits, and customs a society uses to
enforce conformity to its norms. Sociological
imagination—the idea that we must look
beyond the obvious to evaluate how our social
location influences how we perceive society.
Correcting the offender's behavior and giving
him or her the skills and ability to survive in
society without violating the law.
Governmental policy aimed at reducing the sale
and use of illegal drugs.
Small-scale, person offenses such as singlevictim homicide, rape, robbery, assault,
burglary, and vandalism.
The murder of a series of victims during three
or more separate events over an extended
period of time.
The punishment that a person convicted of a
criminal offense is ordered by a judge to
receive.
The use or threat of violence against a state or
other political entity in order to coerce.
An offense punishable by a sentence of more
than a year in state or federal prison and
sometimes by death.

