Chapter 8

An Overview of Tableau Public Visualizations
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Summary:Tableau Publis a free, cloudased version of the Tableau Desktop
application widely used for enterprisealigation and analysis of data that is
constantly being updatdiis capable of extremely sophisticated, auiie|
visualizations and can be extensively customized.

Asisthecase withmanyckduada sed programs, Tabl eau ha:c
version, and a desktop version that comes witheatag. Though the desk version

has many advantages, the public version will do just fine for most of the visualizations
that journalists use employing relatively small datasets.

Tableau Public is available in a PC and a Mac verswwill. #&eonstriz using the
PCversion, but the differences are minimal, beyond the normal ogsysteng
driven differences.

The advantagedti bl eau i s its interactivity,; th
can house a few tables, or maps that are interactive. Tableau has a wonderful website
with many examples with e&syollow tutorials.

For this exercise, we will use Statistca@aads c¢cri me data that
for Canada as a whole, the provinces and major cities. (NOTE: To get a more detailed
breakdown, youdd have to contact Stati s


https://public.tableau.com/s/

Whatyou will learn:

1. Uploading tables tbableau Public.

2. Reshaping the table to prepare it for analysis.

3. Creating worksheets and a dashboard.

4. Saving and embedding the visualization in your blog post.

Task 1: Uploading tables to Tableau Public.

Whenyou open the@rogranf or t he f i r st thatsheuldlogko u o | |
something like this:

DATA IN. BRILLIANCE OUT.

)

Visuaiize and Share Your Data in Minutes—For Free

I f you dondt already have an amstount , vy
recent version of thaublic version downloaxd) the App and signing up.


https://public.tableau.com/s/

Tableau Tableau Public 10.0
DesktO p (10000.16.1004.1720)

Public Edition

Progress

Installing:
Tableau Public 10.0 (10000.16.1004.1720)

Once youodowaeudlolnebes oabl e to connect dire
an Excel workbook, Eextfile, or in Access, which was coveredhapter 5

The table wedll be using for this tutor
download by clickingere

But before we do so, a quick word about
best i1 f the data is in raw format with
using which is a filtered t-hdsdoeimef rom St at
statisticsdé dataset, a compilation of t
to fraud and brea&ndenter) broken down national, by province and territory and

the largest citiesineaci t hose | ur i s dinddentsdomman Bel ow

trafficking, an offence, which has become a serious problem in surprising areas of the
country.


file:///C:/Users/mckied/Documents/Data%20Journalism%20Book/Tutorials/Chapter%20eight/TraffickingInPersons_Cansim-252-0051.xlsx

TraffickingInPersons_Cansim-252-0051.xlsx - Excel
Insert Page Layout Formulas Data Review View Developer Tableau : Tell me what you want to do
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A B C D E F G H I J K
1 |Geography |Statistics 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
2 Canada Actual incidents 60 60 78 143 210
3 Canada i 0.17 017 0.22 04 059
4 Canada Total cleared 50 45 56 107 141
5 Newfoundland and Labrador Actual incidents 0 1] 1 0 0
6 MNewfoundland and Labrador ::: ::: ::-: :::: :::: \ 0 0 0.19 0 0
7 Newfoundland and Labrador Total cleared 0 0 1 0 0
8 st John's, Newfoundland and Labrador Actual incidents 0 ] 1 0 0
9 St. John's, Newfoundland and Labrador Rate per 100,000 population 0 0 0.49 0 0
10 st. John's, Newfoundland and Labrador Total cleared 0 1] 1 0 0
11 Prince Edward Island Actual incidents 0 1] 0 0 0
12 Prince Edward Island Rate per 100,000 population 0 0 0 0 0
13 Prince Edward Island Total cleared 0 1] 0 0 0
14 Nova Scotia Actual incidents 0 0 1 5 7
15 Nova Scotia Rate per 100,000 population 0 0 0.11 0.53 0.74
16 Nova Scotia Total cleared 0 1] 1 2 6
17 Halifax, Nova Scotia Actual incidents 0 ] 1 3 3
18 Halifax, Nova Scotia Rate per 100,000 population 0 0 0.24 0.73 0.72
19 Halifax, Nova Scotia Total cleared 0 0 1 1 3
M Mo Rrunes irl Artual inFidante n n n n 1

Thisisaclemdtup version of the original dat a

Excel workbook. For this visualizatime cleaned up the names by removing the
numbers besi deVitdileant,i ared @tectwbitmwe ®das de
with human traffickingAs for the statistidkemselves, we filtered for thoé¢hem

which you can see in columniti®e actuahcidents; the rate (covered in Chapter 4

and the total cleared. Our visualizatiorcgitilay at least two of them one

worksheet called a dashboard.

Though Tableau is adept at cleaning, you want to do as much of it in your spreadsheet
as possible.

Now that youdve got the Tableau icon sa
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In this case, we wiailo connect to an Excel fileliék the word Excel, which allows

you to browse for the file.
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On your |
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area to the right.

eft, youoll see
versi on. Drag the
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Sheets
B8 TraffickinginP.._ons_Cansim-252
B2 WorkingCopy
o New Union
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F1 F2 F3 Fa FS Fé6 F7
Geograph Statisti 2.011 2.012 13 14 15
anacda Actua e 600 6 B 1
Canada Rate per 100,00 0.17 017 0.22 0.40 0.59
anada Total cleare. 50.00 45 6.0 7 14
ewfoundla Actual incide 0 0 00
e n Rate per 100,00 0 1
e undland a Total cleare. 0 0« 10 0
St. J ew Actual de 0
St. Joh ew Rate per 100 0 0 49 0
St J e Total cleared 0 0 1 0
Actua ide 00 0 0.0 00
Rate per 100,00 0 0
ils Total cleare. 0 00 0

Data Source B oG

In the area below, is a preview of our datdsetiusteliminate the generic column
names. To do so, click to the rdownht
menu.
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Select the first option.




