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Summary: Tableau Public is a free, cloud-based version of the Tableau Desktop 

application widely used for enterprise visualization and analysis of data that is 

constantly being updated. It is capable of extremely sophisticated, multi-panel 

visualizations and can be extensively customized. 

As is the case with many cloud-based programs, Tableau has a free or òPublicó 

version, and a desktop version that comes with a price tag. Though the desk version 

has many advantages, the public version will do just fine for most of the visualizations 

that journalists use employing relatively small datasets.  

Tableau Public is available in a PC and a Mac version. We will demonstrate using the 

PC version, but the differences are minimal, beyond the normal operating-system-

driven differences. 

The advantage of Tableau is its interactivity; that is, itõs ability to use dashboards that 

can house a few tables, or maps that are interactive. Tableau has a wonderful website 

with many examples with easy-to-follow tutorials.  

For this exercise, we will use Statistics Canadaõs crime data that breaks down offences 

for Canada as a whole, the provinces and major cities. (NOTE: To get a more detailed 

breakdown, youõd have to contact Statistics Canada. But avoid doing so on deadline.)  

  

https://public.tableau.com/s/


What you will learn:  

1. Uploading tables to Tableau Public. 

2. Reshaping the table to prepare it for analysis. 

3. Creating worksheets and a dashboard. 

4. Saving and embedding the visualization in your blog post. 

 

Task 1: Uploading tables to Tableau Public. 

When you open the program for the first time, youõll see a screen that should look 

something like this: 

 

If you donõt already have an account, you can save some money and use the most 

recent version of the public version downloading the App and signing up.  

https://public.tableau.com/s/


 

Once youõve done so, youõll be able to connect directly to your data, which can be in 

an Excel workbook, a Text file, or in Access, which was covered in Chapter 5.  

The table weõll be using for this tutorial is located in an Excel workbook that you can 

download by clicking here. 

But before we do so, a quick word about the data that Tableau uses to visualize. Itõs 

best if the data is in raw format with one record per row. Below is the dataset weõll be 

using, which is a filtered table from Statistics Canadaõs òIncident-based crime 

statisticsó dataset, a compilation of the dozens of violations (from murder to assault 

to fraud and break-and-enter) broken down national, by province and territory and 

the largest cities in each of those jurisdictions. Below youõll see incidents of human 

trafficking, an offence, which has become a serious problem in surprising areas of the 

country. 

file:///C:/Users/mckied/Documents/Data%20Journalism%20Book/Tutorials/Chapter%20eight/TraffickingInPersons_Cansim-252-0051.xlsx


  

 

This is a cleaned-up version of the original data thatõs on the first worksheet in this 

Excel workbook. For this visualization, we cleaned up the names by removing the 

numbers beside them, deleted the òViolationsó column, as we know that weõre dealing 

with human trafficking. As for the statistics themselves, we filtered for three of them, 

which you can see in column B: the actual incidents; the rate (covered in Chapter 4); 

and the total cleared. Our visualization will display at least  two of them on one 

worksheet called a dashboard.  

Though Tableau is adept at cleaning, you want to do as much of it in your spreadsheet 

as possible.  

Now that youõve got the Tableau icon saved on your desktop, open it. 



  

In this case, we want to connect to an Excel file. Click the word Excel, which allows 

you to browse for the file. 

 

Once you select the file, youõll be taken to a screen that looks like this: 

  



On your left, youõll see the Excel workbookõs two worksheets: the original table, and 

the cleaned-up version. Drag the òWorkingCopyó tab into the òDrag sheets hereó 

area to the right. 

  

In the area below, is a preview of our dataset. We must eliminate the generic column 

names. To do so, click to the right of the òWorkingCopyó tab to obtain a drop-down 

menu. 



 

Select the first option. 

 


