Chapter 22

Sex and (Evacuation from) the City:
The Moral and Legal Regulation of Sex Workers

In Vancouver’s West End, 1975-1985
Becki L. Ross

Questions for Critical Reading

1.

Consider the three images in the article. How do these visual sources contribute to our historical
understanding of prostitution in Vancouver?

Why has public solicitation been more heavily penalized than other forms of sex work?

Why were gay men of the West End particularly vocal against sex workers in their
neighbourhood? What does this reveal about the connection between gender and sex work?

Do prostitution laws increase or decrease the safety of those involved in sex work?
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“All very well...” Norris, Len. Drawing. 1983.
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.phprfuseaction=genitem.displayltem&l
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“Homeless.” Norris, Len. Drawing. 1983.
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“Air View Showing the West End.” Albertype Company. Photograph. ¢.1900-1925.
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“West End, Davie Street showing CPR.” Albertype Company. ¢.1900-1925.
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_atrchives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayltem&l
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“Downtown Vancouver near the intersection of Granville and West Georgia Streets.” Gilliat
Eaton, Rosemary. Photograph. 1954.
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“Vancouver, Two Unidentified Women Standing in Doorway.” Jaques, Ronny. Photograph.
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http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.phprfuseaction=genitem.displayltem&l
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“The Laurels and the Olympic Apartment Building, Vancouver.” Frank, Leonard. ¢.1948,
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.phprfuseaction=genitem.displayltem&l
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“Vancouver Harbour.” Douglas, H.P. (publisher). Map. 1959.
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Multimedia Resources

Vancouver Eastside Missing and Murdered Women
www.missingpeople.net/home.html

Red Light, Green Light: The Sex Industry in Vancouver
http://www.bcbusiness.ca/catreers/red-light-green-light-the-sex-industry-in-vancouver

Vancouver Police to Prioritize Safety over Anti-Prostitution Laws
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/vancouver-police-to-prioritize-
safety-over-anti-prostitution-laws/article21980647/

West End History
http://gordonnelsoninc.com/vancouver-west-end-history
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o West End
http://vancouver.ca/news-calendar/west-end.aspx
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