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[bookmark: _Toc72144036]Chapter 17 Environment, climate change and health
Textbook pages 298–320
1	Give examples of the growing research on the negative effects of climate change on mental health.
The answer should draw on elements from pages 301 to 303.
2	What is the Anthropocene and how is it changing?
The Anthropocene is a new geological epoch characterised by the colossal human impact on climate and other Earth systems. These protective, atmospheric and climate systems are the ecological determinants of health which, until recently, were relatively stable for the previous 11,000 years. Human activities are driving changes in ecosystem structure and function through sociocultural changes caused by rapid population growth and unplanned urbanisation, unfettered economic growth and industrialisation. Humans are a subsystem within the broader ecosystem and are expanding at a rate that is disproportionate to other supporting ecosystems, which have fixed. The Anthropocene and resulting breaches of planetary boundaries create the most significant threats to population health of this century (Hancock et al. 2016; Patrick et al. 2019).
3	What is the link between climate action and sustainable energy? Give examples.
The answer should draw on the section ‘Sustainable energy’ on pages 310 to 311.
4	How might the process of taking action on climate change improve the health of professionals and community members working together?
The answer should draw on figure 17.5 in the section ‘Taking action is good for health’ on pages 315 to 316.
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