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Obama, Second Inaugural Address (2013) 

 
 President Barack Obama was reelected in 2012 by a margin that, although far short of a landslide, was 
somewhat larger than might have been predicted given a continued sluggish economy and his low approval ratings. 
Obama’s victory was partly a consequence of ongoing demographic shifts that increased the voting strength of such 
traditional Democratic constituencies as women and persons of color and may have been partly a consequence of 
divisions between Tea Party activists and more traditional conservatives that dogged Mitt Romney, Obama’s 
Republican rival for the presidency. Democrats also gained two seats in the Senate and an increased percentage of 
the vote for the House of Representatives, although that percentage translated into only a miniscule reduction in the 
House Republican majority. 
 President Obama’s Second Inaugural Address was more progressive than his first inaugural. Gay rights 
activists were particularly pleased by his strong support for same-sex marriage and equal rights for LBGT 
Americans. What other causes did President Obama champion? What traditional Democratic causes were either not 
mentioned or not as strongly supported? To what extent is the President offering a new constitutional vision or 
merely updating the constitutional vision of New Deal/Great Society Democrats? 
 

. . . .  
Each time we gather to inaugurate a President we bear witness to the enduring strength of our 

Constitution. We affirm the promise of our democracy. We recall that what binds this Nation together is 
not the colors of our skin or the tenets of our faith or the origins of our names. What makes us 
exceptional—what makes us American—is our allegiance to an idea articulated in a declaration made 
more than two centuries ago:  

 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  
 
Today we continue a never-ending journey to bridge the meaning of those words with the 

realities of our time. For history tells us that while these truths may be self-evident, they’ve never been 
self-executing; that while freedom is a gift from God, it must be secured by His people here on Earth. The 
patriots of 1776 did not fight to replace the tyranny of a king with the privileges of a few or the rule of a 
mob. They gave to us a republic, a government of and by and for the people, entrusting each generation 
to keep safe our founding creed.  

. . . . 
Through blood drawn by lash and blood drawn by sword, we learned that no union founded on 

the principles of liberty and equality could survive half-slave and half-free. We made ourselves anew, 
and vowed to move forward together.  

Together, we determined that a modern economy requires railroads and highways to speed 
travel and commerce, schools and colleges to train our workers.  

Together, we discovered that a free market only thrives when there are rules to ensure 
competition and fair play.  
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Together, we resolved that a great nation must care for the vulnerable and protect its people from 
life’s worst hazards and misfortune.  

Through it all, we have never relinquished our skepticism of central authority nor have we 
succumbed to the fiction that all society’s ills can be cured through government alone. Our celebration of 
initiative and enterprise, our insistence on hard work and personal responsibility, these are constants in 
our character.  

But we have always understood that when times change, so must we; that fidelity to our 
founding principles requires new responses to new challenges; that preserving our individual freedoms 
ultimately requires collective action. For the American people can no more meet the demands of today’s 
world by acting alone than American soldiers could have met the forces of fascism or communism with 
muskets and militias. No single person can train all the math and science teachers we’ll need to equip our 
children for the future, or build the roads and networks and research labs that will bring new jobs and 
businesses to our shores. Now more than ever, we must do these things together, as one nation and one 
people.  

. . . . 
[W]e, the people, understand that our country cannot succeed when a shrinking few do very well 

and a growing many barely make it. We believe that America’s prosperity must rest upon the broad 
shoulders of a rising middle class. We know that America thrives when every person can find 
independence and pride in their work; when the wages of honest labor liberate families from the brink of 
hardship. We are true to our creed when a little girl born into the bleakest poverty knows that she has the 
same chance to succeed as anybody else, because she is an American; she is free and she is equal, not just 
in the eyes of God, but also in our own.  

. . . . 
We, the people, declare today that the most evident of truths—that all of us are created equal—is 

the star that guides us still; just as it guided our forebears through Seneca Falls and Selma and Stonewall; 
just as it guided all those men and women, sung and unsung, who left footprints along this great Mall, to 
hear a preacher say that we cannot walk alone; to hear a King proclaim that our individual freedom is 
inextricably bound to the freedom of every soul on Earth.  

It is now our generation’s task to carry on what those pioneers began. For our journey is not 
complete until our wives, our mothers and daughters can earn a living equal to their efforts. Our journey 
is not complete until our gay brothers and sisters are treated like anyone else under the law—for if we are 
truly created equal, then surely the love we commit to one another must be equal as well. Our journey is 
not complete until no citizen is forced to wait for hours to exercise the right to vote. Our journey is not 
complete until we find a better way to welcome the striving, hopeful immigrants who still see America as 
a land of opportunity—until bright young students and engineers are enlisted in our workforce rather 
than expelled from our country. Our journey is not complete until all our children, from the streets of 
Detroit to the hills of Appalachia, to the quiet lanes of Newtown, know that they are cared for and 
cherished and always safe from harm.  

That is our generation’s task—to make these words, these rights, these values of life and liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness real for every American. Being true to our founding documents does not 
require us to agree on every contour of life. It does not mean we all define liberty in exactly the same way 
or follow the same precise path to happiness. Progress does not compel us to settle centuries-long debates 
about the role of government for all time, but it does require us to act in our time.  

. . . . 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile ()
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Courier
    /Courier-Bold
    /Courier-BoldOblique
    /Courier-Oblique
    /Helvetica
    /Helvetica-Bold
    /Helvetica-BoldOblique
    /Helvetica-Oblique
    /Symbol
    /Times-Bold
    /Times-BoldItalic
    /Times-Italic
    /Times-Roman
    /ZapfDingbats
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on 'Courier Export PDF'] [Based on 'Courier Export PDF'] [Based on 'Courier Export PDF'] [Based on 'Courier Export PDF'] )
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames false
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        0
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 12
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


