
CHAPTER 1

Theories of Social Inequality
Multiple Choice Questions

1. Which of the following statements regarding open societies is INCORRECT?
a) There are greater overall opportunities for advancement by talented people.
b) Open societies have fewer impediments to upward mobility.
c) The chief determinant of upward mobility in a society is political affiliation.
d) Canada has become more open due to equity legislation and higher education.
e) Upward mobility is high for survivors in times of war and other mass death.
Ans: c
Section: Sociology and the Study of Social Inequalities
2. The term ________ refers to an inability to see what is in the best interest for one’s class, compounded by an erroneous belief that may hinder change.
a) “real social inequality”
b) “false consciousness”
c) “sociological imagination”
d) “dominant ideology”
e) “class consciousness
Ans: b
Section: Marx
3. All of the following statements regarding feminism are true EXCEPT for: ________.
a) Feminism views the subjugation of women as a result of socio-economic and cultural forces
b) Feminism rejects the idea that men and women’s biological differences justify their separate social roles and responsibilities
c) The second wave of the feminist movement resulted in women gaining the right to vote in many Western countries
d) Feminism notes that women often act out specific roles that men have defined and that shape their social activities at home, at work, and in the public domain
e) Feminists pay significant attention to the gendering of experiences and the problem of victimization
Ans: c
Section: Feminism
4. A student who could not find summer employment recognizes that the resulting lack of funds is both his problem and a social issue. This student is using his ________.
a) appeal proposal
b) sociological imagination
c) social inequality model
d) micro-level analysis
e) macro-level analysis
Ans: b 
Section: Social Inequalities and the Sociological Imagination
5. The sociological imagination is attributed to ________.
a) Émile Durkheim

b) Karl Marx
c) C. Wright Mills
d) Georg Simmel

e) Max Weber
Ans: c
Section: Social Inequalities and the Sociological Imagination
6. Which of the following statements about microsociology and macrosociology is INCORRECT?
a) Microsociology focuses on the interactions among people in small groups.
b) An example of macrosociology is analyzing the public issue of high unemployment rates.
c) Macrosociology explores how changes occurring within major organizations and institutions affect populations as a whole.
d) Microsociology is also known as micro-level analysis. 
e) Macrosociology analyzes social inequalities at the local, personal level. 
Ans: e
Section: Social Inequalities and the Sociological Imagination
7. The term ________refers to a pool of unemployed people seeking work.
a) “The Communist Manifesto”
b) “class conflict”
c) “proletariat”
d) “Reserve Army of Labour”
e) “means of production”
Ans: d
Section: Marx
8. ________ distinguished economic class from two other sources of power: parties and status groups. 
a) Karl Marx
b) Friedrich Engels
c) Kimberlé Crenshaw
d) Donna Haraway
e) Max Weber 
Ans: e
Section: Weber
9. Sociologists apply ________ and ________ levels of analysis to social inequality to connect personal, private troubles to public issues.
a) theoretical; hypothetical 
b) macro; micro
c) quantitative; qualitative
d) real; perceived 
e) social; cultural
Ans: b
Section: Social Inequalities and the Sociological Imagination
10. ________ refers to an analysis of politics and society, based in Marxian theory, that focuses on the historical and ideological forces that influence culture and human behaviours.
a) Positivism
b) Critical theory
c) Neo-Weberianism
d) The Frankfurt School
e) Manufacturing consent
Ans: b
Section: Critical Theory
11. ________ explores the way that beliefs about race organize all social structures.
a) Scientific racism
b) Race neutrality
c) Colour blindness
d) Racialization
e) Critical race theory
Ans: e
Section: Critical Race Theory
12. The Gini Index is ________.
a) a visual measure of inequality

b) a measure of variation between perfect equality and perfect inequality

c) a measure that approaches zero the greater the inequality in a society

d) a comparison measure between individuals and groups
e) the product of C. Wright Mills
Ans: b
Section: Social Justice
13. ________ refers to when beliefs and behaviours are formally established in an organization and guide behaviour accordingly. 
a) Manufacturing consent
b) Social constructionism
c) Framing
d) Institutionalization
e) Coding
Ans: d
Section: Critical Race Theory
14. ________ refers to a belief that social truths can be discovered through the application of scientific methods of research.
a) Inductive reasoning
b) Empiricism
c) Positivism
d) Rationalism
e) Propositional knowledge
Ans: c

Section: Critical Theory 
15. The text classifies French social theorist Pierre Bourdieu as a ________ theorist.
a) neo-Marxist
b) neo-Weberian
c) critical race 
d) feminist
e) neoliberal
Ans: b
Section: Pierre Bourdieu
16. Which of the following statements regarding the Frankfurt School is INCORRECT?
a) Frankfurt School theorists are typically classified as neo-Marxist.
b) Frankfurt School theorists developed a brand of Marxist theory called symbolic interactionism.
c) Notable theorists include Theodor Adorno, Herbert Marcuse, and Walter Benjamin. 
d) Collectively, the theorists viewed culture as part of class conflict in society—a means that powerful social groups use to preserve their dominance. 
e) Some scholars thought that Karl Marx’s ideas had become too closely tied to the workings of communist parties. 
Ans: b

Section: Critical Theory
17. The ________ perspective argues that inequalities arise out of a general agreement about the kinds of qualities and skills a society needs and values most.
a) functionalism

b) conflict 

c) feminism

d) symbolic interactionism

e) intersectionality

Ans: a

Section: Sociological Approaches to Inequality
18. ________ theory is weakened by its failure to address disagreements, such as those between social classes in society, and to explain anomalies, such as the income of hockey stars that is far higher than that for nurses.
a) Intersectionality 

b) Conflict 

c) Feminism

d) Functionalism

e) Symbolic interactionism
Ans: d

Section: Functionalism
19. Conflict theorists argue that ________.
a) groups in society cooperate over access to assets and power

b) some groups in society naturally have more than others

c) social inequalities stem from economic inequalities that exist between competing social classes
d) narratives about social inequality are socially constructed

e) society is built through the interactions of individuals and groups

Ans: c
Section: Conflict Theory
20. According to Karl Marx, the ________ are the elite owners of the means of production in an industrialized, capitalist system.
a) bourgeoisie 
b) aristocrats 
c) proletariat 
d) anomie

e) workers
Ans: a
Section: Marx
21. Symbolic interactionism focuses on social inequality as ________.
a) a product of social distance
b) resulting from the actions of powerful groups

c) resulting from how people create and reproduce inequalities
d) resulting from a breakdown of the normative order in society

e) a cause of violence and crime
Ans: c

Section: Symbolic Interactionism/Social Construction
22. The feminist perspective focuses on the ways gender inequality makes women’s lives different from men’s and is aimed at ________.
a) erasing women’s continued social inequality
b) patriarchal men
c) research into power in society
d) helping people solve their problems
e) problematic behaviours resulting from learned inequalities
Ans: a
Section: Feminism
23. Neoliberalism is a social and political philosophy that ________.
a) argues for increased state power
b) argues global markets should be deregulated
c) assumes markets are naturally volatile
d) works for greater freedom among all individuals
e) supports local producers
Ans: b
Section: Sociological Approaches to Neoliberalism
24. In a “________ society,” people succeed because they deserve to succeed.
a) democracy
b) authoritarian
c) meritocratic
d) liberal 
e) neoliberal 
Ans: c
Section: Sociological Approaches to Neoliberalism
25. Some neoliberals propose that, with the fall of ________, we have already come to the “end of history.”
a) the Canadian dollar
b) Symbolic interactionism
c) Russian communism 
d) Darwinism perspective
e) the Roman empire
Ans: c
Section: Sociological Approaches to Neoliberalism

26. The theory of ________ was developed in recognition of the fact that one person may face several different types of inequality that interact and that influence each other in interesting ways.
a) social construction 
b) intersectionality
c) additive disadvantages

d) neoliberalism
e) labelling

Ans: b
Section: Intersectionality and Interlocking Disadvantages
27. Intersectionality does not function additively, but rather acknowledges multiple experiences from ________.
a) “interlocking disadvantages”
b) “normative systems of oppression”
c) “the sum of different types of discrimination”
d) “same-group membership”
e) “identity politics”
Ans: a
Section: Intersectionality and Interlocking Disadvantages
28. Symbolic interactionist Herbert Blumer proposed that all crime waves and other social problems develop in stages. These stages include all of the following EXCEPT for: ________.
a) social legitimating 
b) social recognition
c) development and implementation of an official plan
d) claims making
e) mobilization for action
Ans: d
Section: Symbolic Interactionism/Social Constructionism
29. According to social constructionists, social inequalities exist when ________.
a) a group is socially inferior or creates a social problem 
b) a group is unfairly stigmatized
c) an influential group of people succeed in constructing a group as social problem

d) researchers fail to apply measurable standards
e) capitalists use their power to subordinate workers
Ans: c
Section: Symbolic Interactionism/Social Constructionism
True or False Questions
1. Top-end inequality preserves the inherited privilege of the rich and promotes complacency and injustice.
Ans: True
Section: Sociology and the Study of Social Inequalities
2. The sociological imagination refers to an idea of the world that goes beyond what we can see and measure.
Ans: False
Section: Social Inequalities and the Sociological Imagination
3. The Gini Index measures income inequality, gender inequality, and racial inequality.
Ans: False
Section: Social Justice
4. Kimberlé Crenshaw coined the term “intersectionality” in the late 1980s while discussing the occupational implications of being both Black and a woman.
Ans: True
Section: Intersectionality and Interlocking Disadvantages
5. Conflict theorists argue that inequality arises out of a general social agreement on the most important values and needs in a society.
Ans: False
Section: Conflict Theory
6. Conflict theorists maintain that competition between classes to acquire and maintain power is a basic feature of society.
Ans: True
Section: Conflict Theory
7. Symbolic interactionists argue that narratives about social inequality are socially constructed.
Ans: True

Section: Symbolic Interactionism/Social Constructionism
8. Conflict theorists argue that social inequalities stem from the economic inequalities that exist between competing social classes.

Ans: True

Section: Conflict Theory
9. Neoliberalism is a philosophy that emphasizes government regulation of the marketplaces.
Ans: False
Section: Sociological Approaches to Neoliberalism
10. Liberal capitalism will represent the “end of history” in the sense that there will be nothing more to strive for.
Ans: True
Section: Sociological Approaches to Neoliberalism
11. The main outcome of neoliberalism since 1980 has been a worldwide decrease in inequality, both between and within nation-states.
Ans: False
Section: Sociological Approaches to Neoliberalism
12. Intersectionality refers to the ways in which different sections or levels of society interact with each other in the competition for power and wealth.
Ans: False

Section: Feminism
13. Intersectionality works in an additive fashion—the more identities a person has, the worse their social position in society.
Ans: False
Section: Intersectionality and Interlocking Disadvantages
14. Intersectionality understands that individuals are members of more than one social group, making it impossible to treat the experiences of members as if they were all the same.
Ans: True
Section: Intersectionality and Interlocking Disadvantages

15. Although intersectionality theory has gained popularity in recent years, its reliance on oversimplified generalizations has led to major criticism.
Ans: False

Section: Intersectionality and Interlocking Disadvantages
16. Donna Haraway uses the term “disembodied scientific knowledge” to refer to how dominant social groups put forward perspectives, accounts, and ways of knowing things that come to pass as common sense. 
Ans: True
Section: Intersectionality and Interlocking Disadvantages
17. The social constructionist position states that social inequalities are defined and determined by small wealthy cliques.
Ans: False
Section: Social Justice
18. Cultural capital refers to knowledge, material objects, and credentials that elevate status, distinguish one group from another, and perpetuate inequality. 
Ans: True
Section: Pierre Bourdieu
19. The British North America Act of 1867 proclaims it is the federal government’s responsibility to ensure citizens’ right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
Ans: False
Section: Social Justice
20. The “functional theory of stratification” contends that inequality can be understood as a healthy, necessary feature of a stable society. 
Ans: True
Section: Functionalism
Short Answer Questions

1. Define the “functional theory of stratification” and briefly describe some of its weaknesses.
Ans: The “functional theory of stratification” contends that some social inequality is necessary because it recruits and motivates people into key roles in society. For example, our society needs medical doctors and lawyers, but these positions require large investments of time and money. To motivate people to pursue these demanding occupations, society has put a reward system in place. However, this theory ignores the roles of inheritance in controlling wealth and social status and ignores disagreements about society’s most important roles.
Section: Functionalism
2. Define the sociological imagination and briefly describe its contribution to an understanding of inequality.
Ans: According to sociologist C. Wright Mills, the sociological imagination is a way of looking at society that links individual problems with issues in the larger society, such as linking increased use of technology in society with an individual’s job loss and subsequent financial problems. This micro-macro relationship between close-to-home aspects of social life and broad social trends helps us to understand how social inequalities affect our lives and those around us.
Section: Social Inequalities and the Sociological Imagination
3. Briefly describe neoliberalism’s views on social inequality.
Ans: Neoliberalism refers to the deregulation of global markets, largely through the reduction of state power. It assumes that humans can be economically rational and that free markets, running without state control, will increase human well-being. This view envisages a meritocracy in which the struggle for survival sends the “best” to the top while the weakest fail. In other words, social inequality is beneficial for society because it motivates individuals to succeed.
Section: Sociological Approaches to Neoliberalism
4. Define intersectionality and briefly describe its contribution to an understanding of inequality.
Ans: Intersectionality refers to the multiple identities that each individual has. At different times and in different contexts, an individual may be stigmatized or validated due to membership in a specific social group, such as race or class. Resulting disadvantages can combine in unique ways that are more than additive. This complicates discussing inequality, since researchers can no longer talk about members of a group as if they were all the same.
Section: Intersectionality and Interlocking Disadvantages
5. Briefly outline the views of symbolic interactionists on social inequality.
Ans: Symbolic interactionism focuses on the shared meanings, definitions, and interpretations that people develop in interaction with others. They view narratives about social inequality as socially constructed and are interested in how that construction can shape and continue social inequalities.
Section: Symbolic Interactionism/Social Constructionism
6. Define and briefly describe the use of the Gini index in research on social inequality.
Ans: The Gini Index is the statistical representation of income inequality between the rich and the poor. It expresses inequality on a scale of 0 to 1, with 1 being perfect (or complete) inequality and 0 being perfect equality. 
Section: Social Justice
7. Define conflict theory and briefly describe the two primary approaches to social conflict.   
Ans: Conflict theory contends that conflict is a basic and unavoidable feature of social life and occurs when different groups struggle to dominate society and its institutions. Conflict theories grew out of the work of German philosopher and economist Karl Marx and German sociologist Max Weber.  The Marxist approach to social conflict focuses on economic inequality, whereas the Weberian approach focuses on the role of power and its unequal distribution within society. 
Section: Conflict Theory
8. Donna Haraway called our attention to the importance of circumstance as something that “situates” all knowledge in a concrete set of relations. Explain this concept of “situated knowledge” and its relation to intersectionality. 
Ans: Haraway begins from the premise that our ideas about objectivity, or the possibility of unbiased knowledge, are “flawed.” She argues that mindsets or perspectives that appear as neutral are more likely to be those of the dominant group. Other perspectives are then dismissed as subjective or less valid. Haraway argues that we should tie knowledge, opinions, and attitudes to the bodies of the people who put them forward (e.g., black Canadians, white males), so that we remember they are all subjective or biased.
Section: Intersectionality and Interlocking Disadvantages
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