



The data in this graph was compiled by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control from national sources, with the calculations of deaths per million of population conducted by POLITICO researchers. Variance exists between member states on how deaths are recorded and attributed to Covid-19, with some recording hospital deaths while others also include deaths which occurred in the community and care home settings.
Politico (2020). Coronavirus in Europe. [online] Available at: https://www.politico.eu/coronavirus-in-europe/ [Accessed 12th August 2020].
Comparison between the response of European states and contributory factors to the speed of development is challenging while the pandemic is ongoing, particularly as European states are recording cases and deaths differently and the stage of spread varying across the continent. Despite a metric that corrects for total population size the graph does suggest that deaths are higher in larger and wealthier states despite their more developed health systems, which may be attributable to their position as economic and travel hubs (although Europe’s largest economic power Germany bucks this trend), smaller and island states appear less susceptible with the exception of Andorra which is bordered by two states with high reported rates in France and Spain. Turkey and the Ukraine are two of the largest states in terms of landmass but currently have low numbers of reported deaths attributable to Covid-19, therefore population density may be another contributory factor.
Political responses may also be determining factors with few indicators that geography is a significant factor, contrast the cases of Finland, Norway and Sweden who made significantly different decisions on how to manage the spread of the virus. A more complete analysis of the data with hindsight will be required, in the interim many of those monitoring and reporting on the health impacts of the virus point to a measure of excess deaths as an effective comparative measure although currently access to and consistency of how this data is recorded between states is variable. Information on testing, cases and excess mortality is available for free access via https://www.ft.com/content/a2901ce8-5eb7-4633-b89c-cbdf5b386938 with weekly updates on excess mortality available via https://www.euromomo.eu/ Analysis on how excess mortality is calculated with links to sites that track it can be found at - https://ourworldindata.org/excess-mortality-covid
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