

The data in this graph has been compiled from data held by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) on the basis of information provided by National Parliaments. Figures correspond to the number of seats filled in each Parliament at the most recent general election held in European states up to and including July 2020, thereby comparing like with like on a full national scale – up to date figures including any post-election changes such as resignations, by-elections etc are available on the IPU website.
Inter-Parliamentary Union. (2020). Compare Data on Parliaments: Percentage of women in European Parliaments. [online] Available at: https://data.ipu.org/compare?field=chamber%3A%3Acurrent_women_percent&region=europe&structure=any__lower_chamber#map  [Accessed 22 July 2020].
The states with the highest and lowest levels of women elected to their parliaments at their most recent elections, Finland with 47% in 2019 and Hungary with 12% in 2018, are both European Union member states. The average for EU states (including the UK) is 30%, which is actually only one percent lower than the average for non-members of the union at 31%. While membership may have contributed to an increase in representation in individual states overall geographic patterns appear more significant than EU membership. In Scandinavian states the average for EU members is 44% and for non-members 40%. Eastern European members who were either part of Yugoslavia or under the remit of the USSR average 23% of women representatives for states within the EU and 28% for non-member states. 
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