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• Tagi Qolouvaki
STORIES SHE SUNG ME (FOR KATALAINE) (NEW)

Tagi Qolouvaki is a queer indigenous writer, artist, and teacher. She is Fijian-Tongan through her mother’s people and German-English American through her father’s people. A student of indigenous Pacific literature and queer indigenous studies, Tagi is a Ph.D. candidate at the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa. When asked to bring a poem to a baby shower, she wrote this to honor her mother, whose unapologetic nonconformity to so many gender norms—but particularly those around mothering—taught her the strength and value of feminism.

“o o baua

lai vei iko tinamu
lai qoli keidaru
daru na mai tatavu
kemu na saku
qau na damu
o o baua”(
some women are made

for mothering

not you

nor me

you would let the sky

cradle me

baptized

in the choice of my

own gods

you would let the sun

clothe me

oiled down in bubu’s

reliable brown hands

mokosoi and coconut

fragrant

you would let the earth

feed me

mouthfuls of ripened pawpaw

softened dalo

and fish you’d chewed

later you taught me

to love curried crab

so hot our skin sweat

tiny licks of flame

you would let the men name me

my father choosing carefully

with his year-old fijian tongue tagi

while you called me

pumpkin-pie

your guji girl

you would let the rain

teach me lullabies

of the land

the humid air fill my lungs

and song

with loloma

“o o baua
lai vei iko tinamu
lai qoli keidaru
daru mai tatavu
kemu na saku
qau na damu
o o baua”*
( Quoted text from Fijian lullaby





